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A U T U M N  LEC TU R ES A N D  E X C U R S IO N S
Lectures take place at the YMCA, Shakespeare Street at 2.45pm, unless otherwise stated.

Saturday 6 September: Excursion to Owthorpe and Colonel Hutchinson's Garden
Leader: Dr Chris Salisbury. Dr Salisbury is well known to members of Thoroton, and is one of the
leading archaeologists in the Trent Valley Region.

Saturday 11 October: 'Safe Sanctuaries -  Fortification and Defence in Medieval Anglo-Scottish  
Border Churches - Dr Chris Brooke
Dr Brooke is Special Lecturer in the School of History at the University of Nottingham, and is one 
of the country's foremost church archaeologists.

Tuesday 14 October: The Keith Train Memorial Lecture - 7.30pm, Friends’ Meeting House, 
Clarendon Street
'Nottingham's Medieval Alabaster1 - Mr Francis Cheetham
Mr Cheetham lives in Norwich and has written guides for the Victoria &. Albert Museum. This 
lecture is in advance of the Castle Museum's major exhibition of 2004 on Nottingham Alabaster.

Saturday 8 November: The Nottinghamshire History Lecture
‘Continuity and change in the agricultural labour force in Nottinghamshire: the S tre lley  e s ta te  

from the 1850s to the F irst World War' - Dr Nicola Verdon. A native of Nottinghamshire, Dr 
Verdon holds a research fellowship at the University of Reading and has recently published a highly

acclaimed book, Rural women workers in 

nineteenth-century England: gender, 
work and wages.

Saturday 13 December: 'Your Body 
Belongs to Me: The Role o f  the  
Coroner' - Dr Nigel Chapman.
Dr Chapman, who is the City Coroner, will 
talk about the role of the Coroner in 
Nottingham, giving a local perspective to 
this historic and significant office.

Renishaw Hall from its gardens -  see excursion report, page 3
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Honorary Degree for Council Member

K e n  Brand, a member o f  the Thoroton Society’s Council and 

vice chair o f the Nottingham Civic Society, was awarded the 
honorary degree o f DLitt by the University o f Nottingham on 8 
July. The award was made to commemorate his thirty years o f 
work detailing, recording, and (wherever possible) interpreting 
the historic environment o f Nottingham, and follows the City 
Council’s designation o f Ken as Citizen o f Honour in 1997.
Ken, pictured right, regularly updates Thoroton Society 
Council on planning matters in Nottingham, and provides 
information and guidance when representations, and possibly 
objections, are needed in relation to buildings o f importance.
He has also, o f  course, written extensively on some o f 
Nottingham ’s m ajor architects, including Watson Fothergill and Thomas Chambers Hine. Public orator for 
the occasion was Professor John Beckett, and an invited guest was Julian Marsh, who designed the D H 
Lawrence Pavilion on University Park campus, and is one o f K en’s ‘favourite’ local architects! The award 
was the first to a local historian since Keith Train was made an honorary M A by the University in 1972.

‘Nottinghamshire Past’
A new book on the history o f Nottinghamshire is about to be 
published, and details are included with this newsletter. The book is 
a commemorative volume {festschrift) in honour o f Adrian 
Henstock (pictured), to mark his retirement from Nottinghamshire 
Archives in February this year, and to celebrate his many years o f 
service both to the County Council and to the Thoroton Society. 
Edited by Thoroton Chairman Professor John Beckett, it includes 
essays on aspects o f  the county’s history since the 13lh-century.
A pre-publication copy o f the book was presented to Adrian at a 
surprise party held at Nottinghamshire Archives on 3 July 2003. 
Among those present were M ark Dorrington (see below), the new 
principal archivist to Nottinghamshire County Council, David 
Lathrope (who, as Assistant Director for Community Services, has 

provided financial backing for the book), and several o f the authors. Adrian admitted to being caught 
unawares: in his own words ‘I am overwhelmed and incredibly flattered that anyone should do such a 
thing in my honour’. The book will be formally published in September, jointly by M erton Priory Press 
and Nottinghamshire County Council, and a special offer is available up to 31 October: see enclosed flyer.

MARK DORRINGTON: NOTTINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL’S 
NEW PRINCIPAL ARCHIVIST

The Thoroton Society welcomes M ark Dorrington, who has recently taken up the position o f Principal 
Archivist at Nottinghamshire Archives Office. M ark was bom  in Kent but spent part o f his childhood in 
Scotland. He has an MA in Medieval History from the University o f St Andrews, and a Diploma in 
Archives Administration from the University College o f Wales, Aberystwyth. From 1984-1987 M ark was 
Assistant Archivist to the West Yorkshire Archive Service, based in Wakefield. He then spent five years 
as Archivist at York M inster for the Dean and Chapter o f  York. From 1993 he worked at the Staffordshire 
Archive Service, being Archivist in Charge at Lichfield Record Office for four years, before taking on the 
position o f Principal Archivist up until earlier this year. He has also taught in adult education at the 
Universities o f Leeds and Keele.

OLD NOTTINGHAM : AN EXHIBITION OF PHOTO GRAPHS  
Saturday 18 October, llam -5p m : Church Hall, St M ary’s, W ollaton Hall Drive

Over 1200 photographs, including drawings o f Thomas William Hammond, from the Beilby collection, 
dating from 1858. Bernard Beilby will give an illustrated talk at 2.45pm.

Ticket price: £1 in advance, £1.25 at the door; children 75p. Refreshments available. Tickets from 
St George’s in the Meadows Parish Church, or from Bernard Beilby, tel. 0115 9786891.
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REPORTS OF EXCURSIONS

Saturday 14 June: Renishaw Hall. Leader: Peter Reddish
W h a t on  e a r th  h a s  a n  A m e ric a n  R e d  O a k  to  d o  w ith  E d w in s to w e ?  T h e  

c h u rc h  le a f le t  w ill m e n tio n  th e  g ra v e  o f  E  C o b h a m  B re w e r  - h e  o f  th e  

D ic tio n a ry  o f  P h ra se  a n d  F a b le  fam e  - as b e in g  ‘n e a r ’ th e  T o w e r. A  

m o re  p re c ise  in d ic a to r  is th e  R e d  O ak , a  la rg e  tree  w ith  lo w -g ro w in g  

b o u g h s  sh e lte r in g  a  sm a ll  s tu rd y  s to n e  c ro ss  o n  a  s te p p e d  p e d es ta l. 

In s id e  S t. M ic h a e l’s c h u rc h  is a s ti tc h e d  m ap  o f  th e  p a r ish , a  w o rk  o f  

a r t in  th e  tra d itio n  o f  th e  e m b ro id e re d  R o a d  m ap  in  N o tt in g h a m  

C o s tu m e  M u se u m . R e n is h a w  - I ’m  a S itw e ll  fan  a n d  R e n ish a w  is 

a b o u t th e  S itw e lls . T h e y  le f t  th e ir  m a rk  o n  th e  a rc h ite c tu re  a n d  the  

c o lle c tio n s . B u t E d ith  a n d  O sb e rt  w e re  n o t o n ly  p a tro n s  o f  th e  A rts , 

th e y  w e re  a lso  p ro fe ss io n a l a rtis ts  th e m se lv e s . E d ith ’s e a r  fo r  sp o k e n  

so u n d  v a lu e s  is as e le g a n t as w o rk  b y  A d a m  o r  M o z a rt. T h e  a b s tra c t 

p o e m s  o f  Facade b y  E d ith  w e re  se t to  m u sic  b y  a 1 9 -y ear o ld  s tu d e n t, 

th e  y o u n g  S ir  W illia m  W alto n , p e r fe c tly  m a tc h in g  h e r  m o o d s  an d  

rh y th m s. T h e  e x h ib itio n  o f  S itw e ll m e m o ra b il ia  in c lu d e d  e d itio n s  o f  

Fagade. T h e  w o rk s  o f  th e ir  f r ien d , a r tis t  Jo h n  P ip e r , a re  a lso  o n  

d isp lay . M y  th an k s , o n  b e h a l f  o f  o th e rs , fo r  o u r  w e lc o m e  a t St. 

M ic h a e l’s a n d  P e te r  a n d  A n n e  R e d d is h ’s p la n n in g  o f  su c h  a  p le a sa n t 

day . Left: Renishaw Hall south aspect Keith Goodman

The excursion proved very popular and many people were disappointed not to be able to attend the excursion. I f  
there is sufficient interest it is hoped to arrange a second visit. This would not be an official excursion, and members 
would be expected to make their own way there; the Society would merely facilitate the formation o f a group 
(minimum 20). I f  you are interested contact Keith Goodman, 59 Briar Gate, Long Eaton, Nottingham, NG10 4BQ.

Thursday 3 July: Bolsover and Sutton Scarsdale 
Leaders: Philip Jones and Trevor Foulds

A fte r  a w e t a n d  s lig h tly  la te  s ta rt, th e  p ic tu re sq u e  ro u te  w as  ta k e n  to  B o lso v e r  v ia  C u c k n e y  a n d  N e th e r  L an g w o rth . 

P h ilip  Jo n e s  e x p la in e d  th a t th e  g ro u p  w as b o o k e d  in  as m ature s tu d e n ts  o n  a n  e d u c a tio n a l v isit! T re v o r  F o u ld s  g av e  

a n  e x p la n a tio n  o f  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  cas tle , s a y in g  th a t  m u c h  o f  w h a t a p p e a rs  in  th e  g u id e  b o o k  m a y  b e  in c o rre c t -  fo r 

e x am p le , th e re  is n o  e v id e n c e  th a t h o rse s  liv e d  in  th e  s tab le s  

o f  th e  r id in g  h o u se . R o b e rt  S m ith so n  is  c re d ite d  w ith  

d e s ig n in g  th e  p re se n t c a s tle  w h ic h  th e  C a v e n d ish  fam ily  

in h ab ited ; th e  e a r lie r  b u ild in g  w a s  o c c u p ie d  b y  th e  E a rl o f  

S h re w sb u ry . B e fo re  le a v in g  th e re  w a s  tim e  to  lo o k  a ro u n d  

the  to w n  o f  B o lso v e r , b u t  th e re  w e re  no  s ig h tin g s  o f  th e  

‘b e a s t ’ ! Right: the Keep or Little Castle, Bolsover.
O u r se c o n d  s to p  o f  

th e  d a y  to o k  u s  to 

S u tto n  S c a rsd a le  H all 

w h ic h  w a s  v is ib le  

a c ro ss  th e  v a lle y  fro m  

th e  cas tle . T h e  h a ll, 

w h ic h  is n o w  a  ru in , 

w as b u ilt  in  th e  e a r ly

e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  a ro u n d  th e  n u c le u s  o f  a n  e a r lie r  h a ll. In  1824 it w a s  b o u g h t 

b y  R ic h a rd  A rk w rig h t, th e  so n  o f  th e  in v e n to r  a n d  in d u s tr ia lis t, a n d  it 

re m a in e d  in  th e  fa m ily  u n til 1920. T h e re  w as m u c h  in te re s t  a n d  d isc u ss io n  

a b o u t th e  lay o u t, p a r tic u la r ly  re g a rd in g  th e  m a in  e n tra n c e  a n d  th e  m u c h  m o re  

p h o to g ra p h e d  E as t S ide . T e a  a n d  b isc u its  w e re  ta k e n  in  th e  a d jo in in g  S t 

M a ry ’s c h u rch . Peter Reddish

Left: Excursion leaders Philip Jones and Trevor Foulds
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REPORTS OF EXCURSIONS
Thursday 10 July: Hemlockstone and Bramcote Walled Garden, including the Ice House 

Leaders: John Beckett, Barbara Brooke and Alan Clayton

A r o u n d  f if ty  T h o ro to n  S o c ie ty  m e m b e rs  g a th e re d  fo r a n  e v e n in g  v is it  to  th e  

B ra m o te -S ta p le fo rd  a rea . B a rb a ra  B ro o k e  ta lk e d  a b o u t th e  B ra m c o te  w a lle d  

g a rd e n  a n d  ice  h o u se , a n d  w e  th e n  c ro s se d  th e  ro a d  (a n d  th e  p a r ish  

b o u n d a ry )  in to  S ta p le fo rd , w h e re  A la n  C la y to n  to ld  u s a  little  a b o u t  the  

H e m lo c k s to n e , th e  sa n d s to n e  to w e r  ju s t  a t th e  s id e  o f  C o v e n try  L an e  

(p ic tu re d  left).

W e  th en  m o v e d  o n  to  th e  c h u rc h  h a ll a t B ra m c o te , w h e re  m e m b e rs  o f  the  

B ra m c o te  L o ca l H is to ry  S o c ie ty  se rv e d  tea  a n d  b isc u its ,  a n d  sh o w e d  u s 

a ro u n d  th e  c h u rch : b u ilt  1861 , G o th ic  re v iv a l, re p la c in g  a n  e a r l ie r  b u ild in g  

o f  w h ic h  o n ly  th e  to w e r  re m a in s )  a n d  th e ir  c o lle c tio n  o f  h is to r ic  

p h o to g ra p h s .

T h is  w as  a jo in t  e v e n t w ith  th e  S ta p le fo rd  a n d  B ra m c o te  lo c a l h is to ry  

so c ie tie s , a n d  w e  are  g ra te fu l to  b o th , a n d  p a r tic u la r ly  to  B a rb a ra  B ro o k e  

a n d  V a l B ird , fo r  th e ir  h e lp  w ith  se ttin g  it up . John Beckett
Left: The Hem lockstone, with assembled Thoroton Society members

QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS - R ep lies to  the  recen t q u estionnaire  sh o w ed  th a t a n u m b er o f  m em bers w ould  

like an o p p o rtu n ity  to  m ee t so c ia lly  and  chat, o th er than  at lec tu res o r ex cursions. A G arden  P arty  is p lan n ed  fo r the  

a fte rnoon  o f  Sun d ay  20 th  Ju n e  2004  at B ro m ley  H ouse  L ib rary  -  fu rth er de ta ils  later. On the day, vo lun teers w ill be 

n eed ed  to  assist w ith  m ov in g  tab les and  chairs, co n tro llin g  en tran ce  at th e  door, and he lp in g  generally . W ould  m em bers 

w illin g  to  h e lp  in any  cap acity  p lease  co n tac t P e ter R eddish  on (0115) 926 933 4  or em ail an n @ carm clg a rd cn s.fsn c t.co .u k .

HISTORIC MAPS
N o ttin g h am  C o u n ty  C ouncil hav e  fo llo w ed  up th e ir p o p u la r rep rin t o f  Sanderson 's 1835 m ap w ith  tw o  m ore  a ttractive  

rep ro d u ctio n s, th is tim e in fu ll co lour, b eau tifu lly  p rin ted  and  availab le  from  p u b lic  lib raries , in fo rm ation  offices e tc , at 

rem ark ab ly  reaso n ab le  p rices.

John  C h apm an 's m ap  o f  N o ttin g h am sh ire , p u b lish ed  in 1776 and p rin ted  at a scale o f  one sta tu te  m ile  to  one inch , is 

p ro d u ced  as ten A3 shee ts in a  co n ven ien t fo lder. It b en efits  im m en se ly  from  a charac te ris tica lly  in fo rm ativ e  descrip tion  

b y  A drian  H enstock , w ho  w as h eav ily  in v o lv ed  w ith  th e  p lan n in g  and p roduction  o f  th is and a lso  the  o th er m ap  - C harles 

Sm ith 's C o u n ty  o f  N o ttin g h am  pu b lish ed  in 1804 and now  rep ro d u ced  at ap p rox im ate ly  th ree  m iles to one inch on card  23 

x 20  inches. T he C hapm an  se t se lls a  £9 .99 , th e  Sm ith m ap  at £5 .99 . T he C o u n ty  C o uncil, th e  P rin ters (T echnical P rint 

Serv ices) and  all co n cern ed  are to  be  co n g ratu la ted  on th is ven ture . Neville Hoskins

Tenth Congress of the Council for Independent Archaeology 
Sheffield University, 30 & 31 August 2003

T h is  c o n g re s s  is n o t  to  b e  m is se d  b y  a n y  e n th u s ia s tic  

a rc h a e o lo g is t .  T h is  y e a r ’s p ro g ra m m e  w ill b e g in  w ith  

‘P u b lic  A rc h a e o lo g y  a n d  L o c a l S o c ie t ie s ’, w ith  

c o n tr ib u tio n s  fro m  E n g lish  H e rita g e , th e  C B A , IF A , 

an d  T im e  T e a m  fre sh  fro m  th e  B ig  D ig . T h e re  w ill be  

p re se n ta tio n s  fro m  th e  ‘B r i tish  A rc h a e o lo g ic a l P itt 

R iv e rs  A w a r d ’ f in a lis ts , w h o  w ill h o p e fu lly  in sp ire  

o th e r  g ro u p s  to  e n te r  th is  v e ry  p re s tig io u s  

c o m p e titio n .

T h e re  is p le n ty  o f  a d v ic e  a v a ila b le  fo r  g e tt in g  g ra n ts  

fo r  sp e c if ic  p ro je c ts . T h e  M ille n n iu m  D o m e  w as a n  

e x am p le  w h e re  m o n e y  w a s  o b ta in e d  w ith o u t th in k in g

it all th ro u g h ; the  c o n g re s s  w ill b e  lo o k in g  a t so m e  

su c c e s s fu l g ra n ts  a n d  h o w  th e y  w ere  d e a lt  w ith . A 

fe w  th o u sa n d  p o u n d s  c a n  b e  as d iff ic u lt  as b ill io n s  i f  

y o u r  g ro u p  is re sp o n s ib le  fo r  its d isp o s itio n  a n d  

g e ttin g  v a lu e  fo r  m o n ey .

A ll a re  w e lc o m e  to  a tte n d  w h a t h a s  tra d itio n a lly  b e e n  

a  fu n  w e e k e n d , a n d  i f  y o u  w a n t to  jo in  in  th e  sp ir i t  o f  

th e  e v e n t y o u  c o u ld  m o u n t a n  e x h ib itio n  o r d isp la y  o f  

y o u r  w o rk . B o o k in g  fo rm s  a n d  fees  p a y a b le  a re  

a v a ila b le  f ro m  M ik e  R u m b o ld , T h e  S e c re ta ry , T h e  

H o rse sh o e s , M a in  S tree t, U p p e r  S to w e , N o rth a m p to n , 

N N 7  4 S H , te le p h o n e  0 1 3 2 7  3 4 0 8 5 5 .

Don't forget this year's Annual Luncheon on Saturday 1 November at the  

Saracen's Head, Southwell -  see  information enclosed with this N ew sletter.

P le a se  se n d  c o n tr ib u tio n s  fo r  N e w s le t te r  N o . 34  b y  7 N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 3  to  Ja n ice  A v e ry , D e p a rtm e n t o f  H is to ry , 

U n iv e rs i ty  o f  N o ttin g h a m , N o tt in g h a m  N G 7  2 R D  (te le p h o n e  0 1 1 5  951 5 9 2 9 , fax  0 1 1 5  951 5 9 4 8 , o r  e -m a il 

ja n ic e .a v e ry @ n o ttin g h a m .a c .u k ). T h e  v iew s e x p re s se d  in  th e  N e w s le t te r  a re  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  th o se  o f  th e  E d ito r , th e

S o c ie ty  o r  its C o u n c il.
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